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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Social Enterprise Scotland 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

We agree that these principles of sustainable development offer a solid foundation to guide 
a green recovery. In addition we believe that a commitment to circular economy principles 
would be appropriate. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Behaviour change is a key barrier. This includes behaviour change in the public sector when 
dealing with social enterprises, as well as the public and consumers in terms of green and 
ethical consumer choices. This must also mean cross-sector partnerships and overcoming 
the barriers between private, public and third sectors. 

Local authorities and other local community organisations not having the relevant knowledge 
and resources will fail to deliver a green economy. They must be fully on board in terms of 
their roles and responsibilities. Green must mean local. 

A lack of substantial public investment would mean a failure to achieve an effective green 
recovery. This means investment in those green social enterprises and other ethical, 
environmental businesses (often locally owned SMEs) that are the foundation of the green 
economy. Investment means more green jobs. Without this we won't be able to tackle the 
twin emergencies of climate change and a post-lockdown economy. 

We've achieved procurement reform with the Procurement Reform (Scotland) Act 2014, 
Ready for Business and P4P for the enterprising third sector. However, barriers remain and 
now is the ideal time for public bodies to re-examine procurement strategies to include many 
more social enterprises and small, local businesses in supply chains. This must tackle the 
lack of awareness by some procurement and other officers within local authorities and the 
public sector. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

A green investment strategy for Scotland - create skilled jobs in renewables, green 
technology, conservation and  the  circular  economy, including the building of new supply 
chain opportunities for social and green enterprises in major projects. This will contribute 
greatly to economic recovery and social well-being. Third and private sector investment 
partnerships are essential. There is a crucial role for the new Scottish National Investment 
Bank. 

A green jobs initiative - A jobs transfer fund to help unemployed workers transfer their skills 
to new, green jobs and apprenticeships and avoid a post-Covid employment crisis. There 
must also be an employment programme that places young people and social enterprises at 
the centre, learning from Community Jobs Scotland (CJS) and The Edinburgh Guarantee. 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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Procurement - a new focus must be prioritised that places local, sustainable and green 
procurement at the centre of all procurement policy, prioritising locally owned and managed, 
green SMEs and particularly social enterprises. This will build economic resilience and 
sustainability. 

Public money to prioritise green and ethical enterprises - prioritise sustainable procurement 
and community wealth building. Invest in and bailout primarily local companies that commit 
to key environmental objectives in building a just transition. 

A circular economy - many social enterprises work in recycling, reuse and related sectors. 
Investing in and supporting these companies will result in circular economy objectives being 
achieved. The Scottish Circular Economy Strategy should be updated to adapt to the new 
context and the related Bill reintroduced, with the inclusion of reuse principles. 

Community Wealth Building - this new public policy approach, being piloted in North Ayrshire, 
should form an integral part of a green recovery. Now is the right time to develop and 
accelerate this approach in local public policy due to the current economic context. 

Social housing - there's a key role for social housing providers in the retrofitting of properties 
for energy efficiency and construction of new eco-friendly housing. Much of this is already led 
by housing associations and co-operatives across Scotland. Further investment in social 
housing will achieve economic as well as environmental objectives. 

Community food - locally grown food with short supply chains must be a priority, with 
consumers urged to buy local. Lockdown has seen social enterprises and community groups 
take charge of local food distribution for those in need. Social enterprises involved in food 
banks, emergency food and community food growing should receive investment in order to 
develop their work. 

The planning system - streamline planning for the most urgent green projects like community 
owned energy projects, social/environmental housing and improvement of public spaces. 
Ensure that planning policy is geared towards environmental objectives in the use of 
sustainable, inclusive public spaces. 

Digital connectivity - investment in communication technologies will benefit new and existing 
social entrepreneurs and the delivery of innovative services, particularly for social enterprises 
in remote and rural areas, as well as having significant environmental benefits. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

General response 

A green recovery and a genuine wellbeing economy approach has never been more 
important. We're currently living in a post-lockdown economy, with the climate emergency 
and rising economic inequality as our context. But with bold policy action these issues can 
be resolved. 

Social enterprises are businesses, each with a specific social and/or environmental mission. 
This fits with the aim of a green recovery, aiming to join up economic success with social 
justice. Most are locally owned and managed, localism being a vital component in a green 
recovery. 
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Many social enterprises have environmental and sustainability goals at their core and the 
majority take their environmental responsibilities seriously. This approach is at the foundation 
of social enterprise. 

This includes those working in recycling, conservation, community transport, environmental 
education, food growing and distribution, community-owned energy production and other 
areas. 

A green recovery is the only kind of recovery that fulfils economic as well as environmental 
aims, as evidenced in the recent Covid-related research by leading economists: 
www.carbonbrief.org/leading-economists-green-coronavirus-recovery-also-better-for-
economy 

According to Social Enterprise Census 2019 there are over 6K social enterprises in Scotland, 
with an economic contribution of £2.3bn GVA, almost 90K full time equivalent employees. 
Fair work is at the core of social enterprise, with 75% paying at least the real living wage and 
81% involving employees in decision making. 

179 social enterprises in Scotland work primarily in Environment and Recycling, this is up 
15% since the first Census in 2015. 315 social enterprises work primarily in Property, Energy, 
Utilities and Land, a 32% since 2015. 

Certainly these statistics should be read in the context of a social enterprise community not 
impacted by the many negative economic effects of the lockdown policy. It will be important 
to measure these same statistics in a post-Covid-19 context to understand the various 
business impacts. 

However, the significance of social enterprises working in environmental services is an 
indication that they should play a key role in a much-needed green recovery. They 
demonstrate a different, more sustainable and ethical way of doing business, which fits 
perfectly with the theme of building a new, inclusive economy, as explained in the recent 
Report of the Advisory Group on Economic Recovery 'Towards a robust, resilient wellbeing 
economy for Scotland'. 

The three principles of our submission to the recent Economic Recovery Advisory Group are 
also relevant to a green recovery, namely: inequality and access to basic life essentials, 
collaboration, localism and global approaches and the natural and built environment. 

We need fundamental economic change that prioritise a green recovery and an 
understanding that many social and environmental problems are caused by the current 
economic model. We should recognise that the primary purpose of any economy is to provide 
the basics of life for everyone, measuring what matters not simply focusing on GDP and 
growth. 

With the climate emergency we must focus on a green recovery to protect future generations 
and mitigate for economic crises caused by climate change. Social enterprises have a key 
role to play and, just as we adapted to the Covid-19 situation, social enterprises will innovate 
to meet the climate emergency. 

Now is the time to create green jobs in renewables and similar sectors and build a circular 
economy. Supporting industries towards a just transition is necessary and in doing so, 
retaining the environmental benefits of lockdown, like cleaner air, by potentially taxing 
pollution. Also building more social and affordable housing with a green agenda in mind. 
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Sustainable travel, access to the outdoors as well as energy, transport and waste all have a 
critical role to play and, as well as addressing environmental issues they can aid with well 
being.  On a wider level we must consider how we can still promote, encourage and support 
global trade with a green agenda. Transformational change can be achieved by working with 
social enterprises and allowing them to lead on this agenda. 

One of our key recommendations going forward would be to engage directly with green social 
enterprises. Businesses like the Edinburgh Remakery, Instincitively Wild, ReTweed, 
Furniture Plus and many others. There are many lessons to be learned from their own 
innovative work, as well as their adaptation strategies in the current context. 

 


